





ROOTSSTUDENT HOUSING

By Lori Beeby, Vice President Support Services, CIO

Growing the Future of
Rural Healthcare

Community Hospital is proud to share exciting progress on the ROOTS Student Housing Project—a visionary initiative
designed to support the next generation of healthcare professionals in rural Nebraska.

What Is ROOTS?

ROOTS stands for Rural Opportunities Offering Tomorrow’s
Success. This project is more than just housing—it's a
commitment to nurturing future caregivers by removing
barriers to rural clinical rotations. Located in downtown
McCook behind the Keystone Center, the facility spans
20,000 square feet and includes 12 modern residential
units with shared spaces for collaboration and study.

Why It Matters

Rural communities face unique challenges in recruiting
and retaining healthcare professionals. ROOTS directly
addresses this by offering free, high-quality housing

to students in medicine, nursing, and other healthcare
professions. ROOTS ensures that rural rotations are not
only possible—but desirable.

Construction Update

Construction began in January 2025 and is on track for
completion in November 2025, with students expected to
move in by January 2026. Recent milestones include:

- External concrete and asphalt pouring
- Internal finishes with cabinet installation and painting

Operational planning underway for scheduling
and maintenance

Funding the Future

The total estimated cost of the project is $6 million. Thanks
to the generosity of grant funding and private donations,
$1.3 million has already been secured, reflecting strong
community belief in the vision behind this space. The
remaining balance is being supported through Community
Hospital’s operating budget, underscoring our long-term
commitment to making this project a reality.

Community Support

ROOTS has received enthusiastic support from staff,
students, and the broader McCook community. Feedback
highlights the project’s alignment with local values and

its potential to transform rural healthcare education. In
addition to educational benefits, ROOTS is fostering
deeper community collaboration. We are actively exploring
partnerships with local organizations to provide housing
solutions for students participating in internships, further
strengthening the region’s commitment to nurturing
future healthcare professionals and supporting workforce
development.

Looking Ahead

ROOTS is built for a long-term life cycle, with maintenance
and operations fully absorbed by Community Hospital.

As we prepare for the grand opening, we remain focused
on our mission: leading our region to a healthier future by
growing rural healthcare—right here at home.
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COMMUNITY HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
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Troy Bruntz Lori Beeby Karen Kliment Molly Herzberg, RN Leanne Miller Sean Wolfe
President & CEO Vice President Support Thompson Vice President Patient Care Vice President Human Vice President Finance
Services & Chief Vice President Services & Chief Nursing Resources and Ancillary & Chief Financial Officer
Information Officer Clinic Operations Officer Services

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Matt Nielsen Kurt Vosburg Michael Lord Matt Davidson
Chair Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer

~

Karen Craw Darren Esch Grant Norgaard Ashley Vontz, NP-C Rebecca Wiemers,
LCSW,LMHP, MPA, PH.D.

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL HEALTH FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Troy Bruntz Bruce McDowell Shari Lewis Jim Hall Matt Tiller
President & CEO Chair Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer

Karen Craw Cathy Kenny Matt Nielsen Michal Swanson Ashley Vontz, NP-C
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MEDICAL STAFF

i,f LY PHYSICIANS

b

; W
Jason Blomstedt, D.O. Hope Ferguson, M.D. Kristin Fulkerson, M.D. Matt Nielsen, M.D. John West, M.D.
McCook Clinic McCook Clinic McCook Clinic McCook Clinic McCook Clinic McCook Clinic

SPECIALISTS

Craig Erickson, M.D. Walter Eskildsen, M.D. Benjamin George, M.D. Richard Lawton, M.D. Bruce Mikesell, M.D.
Emergency Department Surgical Associates Medical Oncology Orthopedic Surgery Emergency Department

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS THERAPIST

Michelle Braget, PA-C Teresa Hodgson, PA-C Kaitlyn Huxoll, PA-C  Amber Reynolds-Lorentz, PA-C Alysia Sheets, PA-C Tanya Lutz, PMHC
Orthopedic Clinic Trenton Medical Clinic Orthopedic Clinic Radiation Oncology McCook Clinic Behavioral Health

NURSE PRACTITIONERS

Alyssa Bauer, NP-C  Cathy Jibben, DNP-C Naomi Olson, DNP-C  Erin Pascoe, NP-C Whitney Schoenemann,  Hannah Taylor, Ashley Vontz, NP-C

McCook Clinic Behavioral Health McCook Clinic Behavioral Health NP-C NP-C McCook Clinic
Medical Oncology McCook Clinic
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a Advanced care. Always there.

1301 East H Street | P.O. Box 1328
McCook, Nebraska 69001-1328

OUR
MISSION

OUR Cultivating healthy communities through
progressive and proactive care.

VISION

Leading our region to a healthier future.

Support the Future of Healthcare

Interested in making a contribution?

Online: chmccook.org/about/foundation/ways-give Call: 308-344-7222
Email: jbortner@chmccook.org

Designate your gift to the following areas:

. Greatest Need (Undesignated)  « Endowment « Other - including
. Scholarships « Community Hospital Special Events

- Equipment Cancer Center

We also accept gifts of commodities. Contact the Health Foundation for more information.

Scan the QR code
to give today!




